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Beginning Memorial Day weekend, May 26th
through
Labor Day weekend, September 1st
Mt. Olivet UMC
315 High Street
Seaford, DE 19973
302-629-4458
FAX: 302-629-4452
Email:
secretary.mtolivet@gmail.com

web site:
www.mountolivetseaford.org
Office Hours:
Mon-Fri 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Please remember to adjust your Sunday morning
schedule beginning Sunday May 26th. I suppose we
should anticipate little aggravations at first, after all,
we will all have to change our routines. I believe that
we will discover new and renewed connections and
friendships as we gather all together for this season.
And as we are faithful to share our time with God and
with each other, I know that God will nourish our
community and our ministry, and show us wondrous
and unanticipated grace.
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April
ATTENDANCE
Worship
8:30 11:00 Total
30
52
82
36
101 137
43
135 178
36
49
75

Apr 7
Apr 14
Apr 21
Apr 28

Regular Services Sunday

8:30 AM: Informal Service
in our Chapel
9:45 AM: Sunday School
11:00 AM: Traditional
Service in our Sanctuary

Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr

Sunday School
7
49
14
55
21
50
28
37

May 12, 2019

WEBSITE ADDRESS: www.mountolivetseaford.org

Child care available from 9:30 a.m.
until 12:30 p.m.

Summer Worship: 1 service
at 10 a.m., no Sunday
School
secretary.mtolivet
@gmail.com

Our Mission and Vision

B.L.E.S.S.

An Easter Prayer
Living God,
remind us each morning,
because we forget so quickly,
that the light of the rising sun
is a miracle and a gift.
And now, as we celebrate the rising of your Son,
use us, who are living life in his name,
to shine the light of his love
into every moment that we share. Amen.

We exist as a people together
to...
BRING people into a relationship
with Jesus Christ;
LEAD people into commitment to
God;
ENABLE people to grow in Christian living, unity & worship
SEND people into the world as
ambassadors of Jesus
Christ;
SO that God is glorified.
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Save the Date

The next MESSENGER will be the
June issue.

(See Calendar for complete list)
May 2

9 a.m., Worship Mtg., PK

May 4

4-7 p.m. Boy Scouts Spaghetti Dinner, Fellowship H.

May 6

7 p.m., SPRC, Lounge

May 7

5 p.m., Teen Challenge
Dinner

May 8

6:30 p.m., Prayer Shawl,
Choir Room

May 9

7 p.m., Affirming Potential
Fellowship Hall

May 13

7 p.m., Finance, Lounge

May 15

NOON – Lunch Bunch

May 16

7 p.m., Affirming Potential
Fellowship Hall

May 19

NOON – Youth Luncheon
1:00 p.m., Council, Lounge
LAST DAY OF SUNDAY
SCHOOL FOR SUMMER.
Sunday School Program

May 20

7 p.m., Bd of Trustees,
Lounge

May 21

6 p.m., UMM Dinner
Fellowship Hall

May 23

7 p.m., Affirming Potential
Fellowship Hall

May 27

Memorial Day – Ofc. Closed

May 28

7 p.m., Leadership Mtg.
Ricks Conf. Rm.

Articles are due no later than May 15th
If you serve as a chair of a committee,
please submit an article. If you have a
praise, blessing or testimony you want to
share, please do so. Pictures are
requested of everything that happens so
please send me pictures!!!!!

LUNCH BUNCH
We are back in business!
See you May 15th Bring a friend!

ATTENTION: Since well before I became
a member of this congregation, you have been
collecting soda tab tops. In the last couple of
years, the collection of these has been way
down. If you have a baggie full, please leave it
in the boxes outside office entrance on the wall
or in the office. If you have a larger quantity,
please let me know and I will gladly pick them
up. Alisha & CheyAnne Carneal have graciously offered to take them to the Ronald McDonald
House in Wilmington.
Ruth McClure.
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1st

2nd

Paul Daudt

13th

Ken James (90)

19th

Mathew Morris

Sarah MacCoy

14th

Dustin Andersen

20th

Lisa West

Ged Pearson

Steve Gum

22nd

Christopher Daudt

Shawn Fry

Ashley McTeer

23rd

Jaedyn Greenwell

Lindsey Cook

15th

Meg Cook

Becky Genshaw

Andrew Sellers
25th

Susan Kent

Debbie Harrison

4th

Matt Rose

17th

Kate Bagshaw

6th

Ruth McClure

18th

Travis Cerillo

27th

Jerry Barnes

7th

Jerry Kappes

Scott Hevner

28th

Melissa Bagshaw

8th

Terri Genshaw

Amanda Lineweaver

30th

Brooke Harrison

10th

Jeff James

Dina Monaco

31st

Jon Hearn

3rd

4th

19th

David Ricks

Paul & Phyllis Hansen (62 Yrs)

7th

Everett and Lee Tyrell

Dave & Debi Libby

16th

Greg & Dawn Tucker

Bob & Jeanne Allen (51 Yrs)
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Mt. Olivet Preschool News

(Continued on page 6)
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Mt. Olivet Preschool News

(continued)

Spring has arrived!
Thanks to all of you who brought in eye glasses for the Seaford Lions Club. I was delighted with the collection.
Since Easter was in late April this year, we held both an egg hunt and bike rodeo just before break and were
blessed with super weather. Egg hunting was divided between the Prayer Garden and the playground. Milk jugs
became designer baskets for the day and quickly filled once children were set loose. There was enough candy to
share with those at home.
This spring the Bike Rodeo was held just before break. Seaford Parks and Rec delivered barriers to block off the
back of the parking lot and the Delaware Fire School sent along two firemen to provide safety instruction and assistance on the course. We had great parent participation! Our course area was quickly returned to parking once the
children finished.
Blink and it will be mid-May which signals the end of another wonderful year. The Seaford Librarian will visit to
share information about the summer reading program. We have scheduled Field Day at the Jay’s Nest. The last
day of school and program will be at 6:30 in the sanctuary, on May 14th, and friends are always welcome to join us
to see the children in action.
Registration continues for September 2019 and there are currently openings in the 2, 3, and 4 year-old classes.
Preschool information is on the church website and please contact: MTOlivetPreschool@gmail.com with any
questions. Please feel free to spread the word to friends and family.

Linda’s Adventures
I shared this story with the preschool students and used it was a teachable moment – insect swimming, wet wings
and close observation. The younger classes had been discussing insects.
With warmer temperatures the playground water table is open for action but not without an interesting story. Imagine my surprise when two carpenter bees came out of the water faucet along with the water. They struggled at the
top of the water as I rushed to get a bug box and spoon. I found the bees hugging each other as they floated when
I returned with rescue equipment. By the time the children were on the playground the bees had dried off and
demonstrated displeasure about their accommodations in the bug box. Having recently completed another training
in CPR/First Aid I was able to spring into action for the bees. The next time the water table was used, two carpenter bees once again came out of the faucet when I filled the bucket. They really need to relocate; CPR for bees
wasn’t covered in my training.
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Online giving is available for most of the common types of
giving. You may designate money to go to the operating
budget or other fund. You may pay for bulletin covers or flowers just to name a few. It is easy to use and it is safe. Instructions on how to set up an account can be found at Mt Olivet’s
web site: www.mountolivetseaford.org. Click Online Giving,
click on HERE in step 1.
Your e-mail account is used as your online giving username. Don’t want to set up an account? You
can do Quick Give which takes you directly to a one-time giving form. Online giving accepts debit
cards, check cards, Visa, or Master Card. Why use online giving? Maybe all your other giving is
done online. You can set up recurring amounts so that your contribution is given at the frequency
that you choose. Maybe you are going on vacation or are unable to attend. An easy way to make
sure your tithe still gets to Mount Olivet is to use online giving. The options are very flexible. Let’s
say you want to give $200 to the Good Samaritan Fund. You can set up a recurring amount of $20
per month for 10 months to happen on the 5th of the month. Donations given online will be noted
on your quarterly statements the same as offering donations. For questions/more information,
contact Sally Andersen or Scott Bagshaw.
How do I get my Messenger on line? Go to the website on the home
page: www.mountolivetseaford.org Select Current month under
The Messenger – Our Newsletter. That will take you to a page with a
link that goes directly to the Messenger. (No need and no link to “download” anything, simply a
link directly to the newsletter itself).
________________________________________________________________________________

BOY SCOUT TROOP 182
SPAGHETTI DINNER
Saturday, May 4
4:00 - 7:00 pm
Mt. Olivet Church - Seaford
Adults $9 5-10 $7 under 5 free
Dine with us or take out
Items for sale
bagged desserts $.25
Proceeds will go toward new tents,
and camp costs.
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See us at the Bethel Museum!
The handwork from members of the Mt. Olivet Shawl Ministry will
be exhibited at the Bethel Museum during the third quarter of 2019
(July, August, and September). The display will include other
assorted items handcrafted by our members in addition to projects
created for the greater Seaford community.
On Wednesday, May 8th we will be meeting at 6:30 PM in the choir room. The next
scheduled meeting is September 11th. Contact the church office for any shawl/lap robe
needs. Have a blessed and happy summer!

March 2019 report from the Finance Committee.
Great news! In March we received contributions of $23,708 and we only spent
$18,301 so we had a positive balance of $5,406 for the month. Our total deficit year to date is
down to $3,243.
We also want to thank everyone who has contributed to the church this year. Your gifts, big or
small are making a significant difference. We believe that God is working through all of us to
provide the resources we need to continue the mission that God has given us.
Looking forward, we would like to see the year-to-date deficit reduced even further before the end
of May, as giving tends to slow in the summer months. Also, we can change that trend, especially if
more of us take advantage of online giving options. (www.mountolivetseaford.org. Choose “Give”)
On behalf of the Finance Committee,
Michael Drummond
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Every Tuesday morning at 9:00 am a few people get together at the church to pray. We pray for the ministry of
Mt. Olivet U.M.C., and for God’s blessing and guidance in
our worship, our learning, our service, and our community.
Everyone is invited to join us.
We don’t always do things the same way, sometimes we
have a list, sometimes we don’t. Sometimes we pray out
loud, sometimes we are quiet. You’re welcome to pray silently or aloud, as you’re led, and as you prefer. In
this particular setting, we are not praying for individuals, except occasionally in connection to a specific
ministry. Our focus is our connection, and our ministry in the community and in the congregation.
Our prayers, yours, mine, at church, at home, early, or late, are the foundation of all of the ministries and
the relationships that we share.

Find a way, plan to pray!
_______________________________________________________________

If you use Amazon
remember to SMILE!
You can make a donation to Mt. Olivet every time you place an order on
Amazon! The next time you’re browsing around, type AmazonSmile in the address line. This is still
Amazon, it just gives you an option to identify a charity to receive .05% of everything that you spend
on the site.
Choose MT Olivet United Methodist Church (in Seaford DE) if you want your contribution to
come here, which we hope you will! But there are thousands of other organizations as well. You pay
exactly the same amount that you would otherwise, you do not pay the additional .05%, Amazon makes
that contribution. Your prime membership and everything else about your account remains the same.
If you have any questions at all, talk to Pastor Christine. And thanks to Steve Ferree and Mike
Drummond for getting this set up.

If you use Amazon
there is no reason not to SMILE!
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ATTENTION:

Summer Worship Schedule
Sunday May 26th
through
Sunday September 1st

We will gather in one combined service at 10:00 am.
_______________________________________________________________

Cherokee Mission Trip Update
by Kathy Whitaker

We want to keep you, our biggest
supporters, updated on what’s
happening in the planning stages of
this year’s trip. Our theme for this’s trip
is “Walk it out” focusing on Jeremiah
29:11. When we head down to Cherokee we really don’t know what God has
in store for us, but we just go and walk
it out day by day- trusting God has a
plan and a purpose in all we do and
experience!
At the time I’m writing this we have only had one planning meeting. Right now, it appears
we may be sending a smaller team than usual, but we know God will provide the work
force. We will again be joining forces with Union UMC as they have 14 confirmed team
members. At this time we have 15 from Mt. Olivet going. The team from Mt. Olivet will start
their fundraising this month with the stock sales. We will also be manning the lemonade
stand for Riverfest. These are our two biggest fundraisers. We have to raise $250 per
team member. Please support our mission team with your financial help and your prayers.
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Senior High Sunday School
Teacher: Kathy Whitaker

Our class size may be small, but our hearts are full of love
for Jesus. If all the youth are in class there are five youth
and two teachers. We have done a few different types of
lessons this year, we are currently doing a study on the book of John. The latest outreach the class has done is that we made agape for the Easter bags of our shut-ins.
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La Red Community Baby Shower
Mt. Olivet in Seaford hosted the
La Red Health Center
Community Baby Shower
on Saturday April 6th.
La Red organized community services information, hands on
training, and informational resources for their expecting families, as well as gifts, games, food and fun. Mt. Olivet provided the
space, collected gifts, brought food, and hosted our neighbors.
The day gave us a chance to work together and to spend time
together getting to know one another.

__________________________________________________________________

SAVE THE DATE! VBS will be held June 24 - 28. Kids
age 3 (potty-trained) through those entering 6th grade are welcome. This year's theme is ROAR, which is based on the African Safari, and the kids will learn that God is Good!
We need your help to have a successful week. Most importantly, you can pray that each child that attends learns about God's
love and forgiveness. We'll also need lots of volunteers to
make the week run smoothly. We'll need people to help with
dinners, registration check-in, teachers (station leaders) to lead
lessons/crafts and helpers (crew leaders) to lead groups of kids from one station to the next. Lastly,
there is a bulletin board with donation requests outside of PC's office. If you would like to donate,
please purchase the requested items(s) and return by the date listed on the tag chosen. If you have
any questions, please see Melissa or Steve Ferree.
- 12 -
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Did the Bible live in me today?

by Chris Milligan

I was reviewing the bulletin for April 28th and the Wesley Challenge
question just popped off the page as if God wanted me to see it and
more importantly, answer it. I noticed the question wasn’t “Did I
read my bible today?” but Did the bible live in me today?” I take
that to mean me allowing the bible to shape my thoughts, my life,
my heart, what I say, what I do, how I think about things. Do I listen? Do I learn? Do I take action? Do I share my faith? Do I serve?
Lord, I think I am in trouble here. I know about the human struggle and that I can never get it
exactly right being a mere human but I need to try harder. God tells us what is wrong with
humanity in the bible but He also tells us that His love overcomes all our human deficiencies and
gives us directions for living. He provides new life and the bible is our guide. As a child I went to
Sunday School and we committed verses to memory but as an adult the bible takes on new
meaning and relevance than it did when I was a child.
The question “Did the bible live in me today?” makes me think about my thoughts, actions,
whether I read the bible at all or tried to find the relevance of what I read in my life. Was I kind?
Did I hold my tongue? Did I push certain thoughts out of my mind? Did I share my faith? Am I
serving God to the best of my ability? I gotta tell you, I need to step up my game? My prayer is
that I let the Bible direct my life in a much more meaningful way, applying what I read in the bible
to my life, and my hope is that I won’t get tripped up by this world nearly as much as I do now as a
result. Please show me Lord how I can serve you more effectively. I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.
___________________________________________________________________

The Mount Olivet Story
From 1830-2019, Mt. Olivet has stood on the corner of 315 High Street in
Seaford. Through wars, political and social upheaval, our church and its
teachings have remained strong.
It's time to turn the page in our story. General Conference's decisions
have caused the church to look at where we are and where we are going. Church Council decided that
because we don't know what the future holds, we will stay on task, serving God's people here in our
community.
Church Council had tried to plan Mt. Olivet's future and we floundered. When we let God plan our
future, doors and opportunities have opened to our congregation, some large, some small.
Mt. Olivet will keep on serving God's people here on our corner. Let us keep thanking God for His
blessings and see where He leads Mt. Olivet.
Betty Wilbanks, Council President
- 13 -
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The Trustees this month:
In addition to routine ongoing building maintenance, the Trustees are working on two special
projects at the moment.
Our cemetery and wrought iron fencing sustained
some damage when the building next door was
torn down. We are working with local vendors,
and with the insurance representative for the
company which did the demolition work, to get
that damage repaired. Everything can be rerestored, there were no permanent losses.
The air conditioning in the sanctuary however is past repair. We have a very reasonable priced
proposal for a modern, ductless system, $25,950. This system has an expected life span of
twenty years. We are working with DNREC, Sustainable Energy Utility/Energize Delaware,
and Delaware Interfaith Power and Light, Inc., in a program called Faith Efficiencies. At the
end of that process, we anticipate that we will be eligible for a rebate to cover part of that cost.
We are also working with the City of Seaford to investigate whether we can apply for another
Downtown Development District grant.
All that will still leave some cost for us to cover as a congregation. We will kick off that effort
by rolling up our sleeves and getting to work!

Volunteers
We can save $3,300 on installation of the sanctuary air conditioning
by giving 60 hours of volunteer labor. If you volunteer, you will be
contributing nearly $55/hr. or $220 for a 4-hour shift.

Sponsors
We can also raise funds for installation of the sanctuary air conditioning by sponsoring those 60 hours of volunteer labor. You can
sponsor hours worked for any amount you wish. Once we reach
$55/hour, we’ll have raised an additional $3,300.
$6,600 will cover 25% of the total cost.
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Easter Sunday is only the beginning;
from the time of very early tradition, Easter has been celebrated for 7 Sundays.
This period of time is called
“The Great 50 Days”.

The Celebration continues:
Sunday April 28: “Resurrection Stories”
Sunday May 5: Guest Speaker – Jeff James
Sunday May 12: Mother’s Day
Sunday May 19: Seniors and Sunday School
Sunday May 26: Summer Schedule begins
One service at 10:00 am
Sunday June 2nd: “Going and Coming”
Resurrection is not a one-time event, it is the continuing presence of God with us now. Each person
who meets the resurrected Christ discovers that new life begins in that moment. Every Sunday that
follows the Resurrection invites us all to be a part of that new life, and to know and grow in God’s
power and freedom to live a genuine life here and now.
Mt. Olivet U.M.C.
315 High St.
Seaford DE 19973
302-629-4458
mountolivetseaford.org
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Easter 2019
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Many people spend most of their lives in survival mode, at the mercy of others and life circumstances.
Some of us find ourselves in a fight to do what we believe God wants us to do instead of doing those
things that others expect us to do. As we reach the seventh week of the Affirming Potential class, we
ask the participants if they are thriving or surviving. The objective of Affirming Potential is to start
participants on a life-long, life-changing journey to face and accept the past, to better understand the
present as they lean into and embrace the future.
Throughout this class we try to help others take an honest look at their life currently – with the primary
intent that they will have a renewed hope for their future. We want to restore hope in their life – we
believe it is one of the greatest gifts we can give them. No one is beyond God’s reach. He has the ability
to take the past and use it in a positive way for the future. Hope instills the ability to dream again.
We will introduce the participants to the Affirming Potential Dream Tool in the remaining weeks of the
class. The Dream Tool is a well thought-out process that helps you determine what you want and how to
get it. The Dream Tool includes: a life purpose statement, dreams, goals, and steps of action. It has been
designed to re-ignite passion, identify purpose, and equip you with tools that will actually help you achieve
the things you desire. This tool is not just for others – it’s for all of us. We all need help intentionally
moving into the God-give purpose we were created for.
We have such a wonderful group that have been attending the Thursday night classes at Mt Olivet.
Neighbors from our community as well as volunteers and future volunteers from other churches:
Gethsemane, Atlanta Road Alliance Church, Laurel Nazarene, Abundant Life, Grace Seaford, Christ
Lutheran, and Mt Olivet. Love INC greatly appreciates the partnership of Mt Olivet as together we
encourage others to take a step towards the abundant life God has promised each of us.

By Jeff James
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Some of the Mothers in the Bible. . . . .

by Chris Milligan

I just picked a few of the many women in the Bible God used in His plan for us in some way and tried to
think of what they teach us even today. Which ones can you see a bit of yourself or someone else special
in your life?
Eve – Mother of all……Eve was the first woman on earth, the first wife and the first mother. Other
than that, not much is known about her. I can hear her saying to herself…..”well isn’t that just
dandy”….”here I am the first of all this ever and I wasn’t mentioned very much at all except I am
blamed for sin coming into the world.” She completed Adam and shared his responsibility over the
creation. She too was made in the image of God. It took both of them to fulfill God’s purpose in the
continuation of creation. With Eve, God brought human relationship, friendship, and marriage into the
world. While her part was so important, not much else is said about her in the Bible. She arrived on
earth without parents, was made by God, and together she and Adam started populating the earth. We all know
she was tempted by Satan and she lost sight of how blessed she was. I think Eve teaches us that God wants us to
freely choose to follow and obey out of love and that nothing we do is hidden from God and finally that we need to
accept responsibility for our actions. She was expelled from paradise. She was mother to Cain, Abel, Seth and
many other children.
Sarah – Wife of Abraham – Mother of Isaac…. Sarah was barren. This distressed her a great
deal. I can relate to this because I was told I could not have children either for years and then I finally
had my daughter. I thank God he allowed that to happen when I was 31 and not in my old age. God
promised Abraham that he would be the father of the Jewish nation with more descendants than
stars in the sky. Finally, Abraham, at Sarah’s request, was with Hagar, Sarah’s hand maiden, in
order to produce an heir and he was named Ishmael, but God had not forgotten his promise. Three
heavenly beings appreared to Abraham and God repeated his promise that his wife would bear a son even though
Sarah was very old. She had a son and he was named Isaac. I wonder if she was saying to God “REALLY…”
Isaac would father Esau and Jacob. Jacob would father 12 sons who would become the heads of the 12 tribes of
Israel. From the tribe of Judah would come David and finally Jesus of Nazareth, God’s promised Savior. Sarah
was obedient and God blessed her. Sarah was weak in her faith when she doubted God’s promise and went with
her own solution due to her impatience. That is me, very impatient and I have plunged into my own solutions way
too many times rather than waiting on God. I forget that nothing is too hard for God and I need to be more patient
instead of taking matters into my own hands which almost always never turns out well. I think Sarah teaches us
that we need to wait on God.
Rebekah – Wife of Isaac – Mother of Esau and Jacob . . . Rebekah was assertive in a time when
women were expected to be submissive. A woman after my own heart for sure. This thinking did cause
her some issues when she pushed one of her sons ahead of the other. Abraham did not want his son
Isaac to marry a pagan so he sent his servant to find a wife for Isaac. The servant prayed that the right
girl would not only offer him a drink of water but offer to water his camels as well. Rebekah did exactly
that. She also agreed to come back and marry Isaac. Rebekah was barren like her mother-in-law, Sarah. Issac
prayed and Rebekah had twins. The Lord told Rebekah what would happen to her sons, Esau and Jacob, Esau
was born first but Jacob was her favored son. When the boys grew up, Jacob tricked his older brother into selling
his birthright for a bowl of stew. Later, as Isaac was dying and his eyesight had failed, Rebekah helped Jacob
deceive Isaac into blessing him instead of Esau. She put goatskins on Jacob’s hands and neck to imitate Esau’s
hairy skin. When Isaac touched it, he blessed Jacob thinking it was Esau. Rebekah’s deception caused strife
between Esau and Jacob. Esau forgave Jacob after many years. When Rebekah died, she was buried in the
family tomb, the resting place of Abraham and Sarah, Rebekah bore 2 sons who became leaders of great nations.
Rebekah was assertive and fought for what she thought was right. Rebekah thought God needed her help – yep,
so do I at times. I think I may be related to her. When we step out of God’s timing, we sometimes cause disaster
we have to live with. I know that for sure.
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Jochebed – Mother of Moses……Jochebed’s appearance in the Bible is really short and we don’t
know very much at all but one trait stands out and that was her trust in God. She saw her son was
healthy when she gave birth to him and she didn’t want him murdered so she took a basket and
coated the bottom with tar and put the baby in it and put it in the Nile River. At the same time,
Pharaohs’s daughter was bathing in the river. One of her maidens saw the basket and brought it to
her. Miriam, the baby’s sister watched to see what happened. She asked Paharaoh’s daughter if
she should get a Hebrew woman to nurse the child and Miriam fetched her mother, Jochebed who was also the
baby’s natural mother and brought her back. Jochebed was paid to nurse and care for the boy, her own son until
he grew. Then she brought him back to Pahraoh’s daughter, who raised him as her own. She named him Moses.
After many hardships, Moses was used by God as his servant to free the Hebrew people from slavery and lead
them to the edge of the promised land. Jochebed cleverly spared her son from death and she had great faith in
God to protect her son. Jochebed did not know her son would grow up to be one of God’s greatest leaders but by
letting go and trusting God, an even greater dream was fulfilled. Like Jochebed, we won’t always foresee God’s
purpose in letting go, but we can trust that his plan is even better than anything we can imagine. I find it very hard
to let go and let God some times. How about you?
Hannah – Mother of Samuel, the Prophet. . . . Hannah is one of the most moving women in the Old
Testament. She too was barren. People then believed that a large family was a blessing from God
so being barren was humiliating and shameful. To make matters worse, her husband’s other wife
bore children and taunted Hannah without mercy. Hannah was praying so intently at the House of
the Lord in Shiloh, that her lips moved with the words she spoke to God in her heart. The priest saw
her and acused her of being drunk. She told him she was praying and he was so touched by her pain that the told
her to go in peace and asked that God grant her what she had asked of Him. After they got home, the scripture
says……”And the Lord remembered her”. She became pregnant, had a son, and named him Samuel which means
“God Hears”. Hannah had made a promise to God that if she bore a son, she would give him back to God’s
service. Hannah followed up on that promise. She handed her young child over to the priest to train him as a
priest. God blessed her with three more sons and two daughters. Samuel grew up to become the last of Israel’s
judges, its first prophet, and counselor to its first two kings, Saul and David. Hannah teaches us to be perseverant
even when God is silent and to have faith that God has the pwer to help us. Like most of us, Hannah was strongly
influenced by her culture and drew her self esteem from what others thought she should be, so in a sense she had
weaknesses. Allowing anyone to devalue you or your worth is just debilitating in too many ways to count.
Everyone says that they wouldn’t allow it but when it is happening, even today, it is slow and methodical and
deliberate and we almost don’t recognize it until much of the damage is done. Most of us would have given up
though but after years of praying, she didn’t. She also honored her promise to God and praised him for His wisdom
and kindness. What faith!
Bathsheba – Wife of King David – Mother of Solomon . . .This relationship did not begin well
but she later became Kind David’s loyal wife and mother to King Solomon, the wisest ruler of
Israel. David forced her to commit adultery with him while her husband was at war. When she
became pregnant, David tried to trick her husband into thinking the child was his but he refused
so David had him sent to the front lines and he was killed by the enemy. Bathsheba mourned
her husband and then David took her to be his wife. David’s actions displeased God, and the baby born to them
died. Bathseba bore David other sons, most notably Solomon. God so loved Solomon that Nathan the prophet
called him Jeddiah, which means “beloved to Jehovah”. Bathsheba was a good and faithful wife to David. She
also was loyal to her son, Solomon, making sure he followed David as King even though he was the first born son
of David. Bathsheba’s is one of only 5 women listed in the ancestry of Jesus Christ. She was wise and protective
and used her position to ensure both her and Solomon’s safety when Adonijah tried to steal the throne. Women
had few rights in ancient times. When King David forced himself on her, she had no choice. After her husband
was murdered, she also had no choice but to become King David’s wife. Despite being mistreated she learned to
love David and saw a promising future for Solomon. Sometimes I feel like circumstances are just stacked against
me but if I keep my faith in God, I can find meaning in my ife. God makes sense when nothing else does.
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Elizabeth – Mother of John the Baptist . . . Elizabeth too was barren but as with
many other women in the bible, we see these women having great faith and God
rewards them with a child. She and her husband were also old and yet conceived by
the grace of God. The angel, Gabriel, told her husband the news in the temple and
then made him mute because he did not believe. Just as the angel fortold, she
conceived. While with child, Mary, expectant mother of Jesus, visited her and the
baby in Elizabeth’s womb leaped for joy on hearing Mary’s voice. Elizabeth gave
birth to a boy and they named him John as the angel had commanded and then her
husband’s voice returned. He praised God for his mercy and goodness. Their son became John the Baptist, the
prophet who foretold the coming of the Messiah, Jesus Christ. Both Elizabeth and her husband were holy people
and righteous in the sight of God. Elizabeth had enormous faith in God all her life. She was humble even though
she played a key role in God’s plan for salvation. Her focus was always on God, not herself. Elizabeth teaches us
a lot about being humble, faithful, and about keeping our eyes on God, not ourselves.
Mary – Mother of Jesus . . . Mary was a young girl, probably only 12 or 13 years old when the
angel, Gabriel came to her. She had recently become engaged to a carpenter named Joseph.
Mary was an ordinary Jewish girl, looking forward to marriage. Suddenly, her life would be forever
changed. Mary was fearful and troubled in the presence of the angel. She could never have
expected to hear the most incredible news – that she would have a child and her son would be
the Messiah. Although she could not comprehend how she would conceive the Savior, she
responded to God with belief and obedience. Although Mary’s life held great honor, her calling
would demand great suffering. Just as there is pain in childbirth and motherhood, there would be
much pain in the privilege of being the mother of Jesus Christ. Just imagine the trust this required of her. The angel
told her she was highly favored by God. Even so, she would suffer greatly. First, there was the disgrace of being
an unwed mother. She would nearly lose her fiance’ and her beloved son would be rejected and cruely murdered.
Yet she still was willing to be God’s servant. Her people didn’t think God would be using her because she was
female, young and poor. Why would God choose her? She knew Jesus from his birth to his death. Can you
imagine? God looks at my obedience and trust and remember God many times uses the most unlikely of persons
to do his work here. Can I accept God’s plan even when I know there could be great cost?
Conclusion: The women in the Bible played an integral part in God’s plan for humanity in one way or the other.
Think of how Esther played a role in saving her people and what Ruth teaches us about loyalty, commitment, and
faithfulness. The women in the Bible indeed had a purpose in God’s plan and served to assist in fulfilling the
scriptures. They may not have seen it at the time and we may not fully see our role now but each of us is loved by
God and can be used by God even in today’s world.

Happy Mother’s Day to all our mothers whether they are
with us on earth or waiting for us in Heaven. We are so
grateful for mothers and also for all women that have
played a role in our lives. We celebrate all women
today, our aunts, mother-in-laws, cousins, friends,
grandmothers – all women! You are loved and we
thank God this day for whatever part, large or small, that you
had or have now in our lives! Praise God for Women of faith, strength
and substance. We celebrate all you are and all we are because of you!
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With Love to Chris and Jan,
Happy Administrative Professionals Day!

Thank you for everything that you do, and for being who you are.
You are the face and the voice of our congregation. And we
depend on you more than we realize to keep everything running
smoothly. (Chris Milligan is pictured here, Jan Lundquist was
not in the office, so her gifts were specially hand delivered!)

Did you know it was Administrative Professional’s Day on April 24th?

Me either. I was working back and forth between the bulletin and the
Messenger when Pam McLaughlin walked in, followed by PC with a
beautiful hanging basket. I was at Lowes looking at them the other day
but trying to be frugal, I thought no….I can live without it and then again
at a produce market but again left without a basket. I guess
God knew I was getting one today and saved me the money
for which I am always grateful. Thank you everyone for
thinking of me on this day! The joy of working for this
congregation is just overwhelming sometimes. Thank you
for appreciating the work I do here. I really do love my job.
I am blessed! Chris Milligan

I was not in the office on Administrative Professional’s Day, so my basket
and card were delivered to my house. When I got home, what a pleasant
surprise! I am so appreciative and privileged to work for the church I love!
Thank you so much Mt. Olivet!
Feeling very loved, Jan Lundquist

- 21 -

May 2019

The Messenger

May 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Notes: Last day of Sunday School is May 19th for the 1
summer. The Sunday School Program is on May 19th as
well.

Thu
2

9:00a. Worship Mtg,

6

7 5:00p. Teen Chal-

8

9

8:30a. Chapel Service
9:45a. Sunday School
11:00a. Worship, Sanct.

6:15p. Boy Scouts #182
F. Hall, Class Rms
7:00p. SPRC Mtg,
Lounge

lenge Dinner
4:00p. Emmaus Reunion Group, Lounge
7:00p. Wm Emmaus
Team Mtg, F. Hall

6:30p. Prayer Shawl
Team / Choir Rm
Preschool Field Day at
Jays Next

5:15p. Bells, Sanctuary
6:30p. Reunion Choir,
Choir Rm
7:00p. Affirming Potential Class, F. Hall

12 8:30a. Chapel Serv. 13

14

15

16

9:45a. Sunday School
11:00a. Worship, Sanct.

4:00p. Emmaus Reunion Grp, Lounge

Noon – Lunch Bunch,
F. Hall
1:30p. Lois Circle
Luncheon, TBD

7:00p. Affirming Potential Class, F. Hall

22

23

Last Day of Preschool
6:30p. Spring Program,
Sanctuary

19 8:30a. Chapel Serv. 20

21

9:45a. Sunday School,
Last day, (Program)
11:00a. Worship, Sanct.
(Sunday School Leads
the Service)
Noon- Youth Luncheon
1:00p. Church Council
4:00p. Emmaus Wms.
Closing, Sanctuary

6:15p. Boy Scouts
#182, F. Hall & Class
Rms.
6:00p. Emmaus Board
Mtg, Chapel
7:00p. Board of Trustees, Lounge

4:00p. Emmaus Reunion Grp, Lounge
6:00p. UMM Dinner,
Fellowship Hall

26 We begin Our

27

28

Summer Worship
with One Service
at 10 a.m.

Memorial Day
(Office Closed)

3

29

30
7:00p. Affirming Potential Class, F. Hall
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4

10

11

17

18

24

25

7:00p. Affirming Potential Class, F. Hall

4:00p. Wms Emmaus
Reunion Grp, Lounge
5:30p. Lydia Circle,
Lounge
7:00p. SMA Leadership
Mtg, Ricks Conf Rm

Sat
4 – 7 Boy Scout
Spaghetti Dinner

Pizza King
5:15p. Bells, Sanctuary
6:30p. Reunion Choir,
Choir Rm
7:00p. Affirming PotentIal Class, F. Hall

5

6:15p. Boy Scouts #182
F. Hall, Class Rms
7:00p. Finance Mtg,
Lounge

Fri

3:00 - Wedding

31

