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Give your complete attention to these matters. Throw yourself into your
tasks so that everyone will see your progress. 16 Keep a close watch on
how you live and on your teaching. Stay true to what is right for the sake
of your own salvation and the salvation of those who hear you.”
(1 Tim 4:15-16)

The Wesley Challenge isn’t over. Twenty-one days was just
the beginning, now we’re familiar with the kinds of changes that
we will see as we experience “sanctifying” grace, or the process of
being transformed more and more closely into the image of
Christ.
Which question made you most aware of the need for a
change? Consider reviewing that question, prayerfully and
openly, every day for a month. Ask God to remake you. Which
question was the easiest? Give thanks and remember to exercise
the gift that God has given you every day.
Can you remember all 21 questions? Review the whole list
once a week, or once a month, or at least until you’re perfect!
Because until we’re perfect, there’s still room to grow. As we’re
reaching out, developing T.E.A.M. ministries, as well as all of the
other things that we do to support our neighbors, we’ll be most
effective when we work from the base of a healthy community
of faith, rooted in growing relationships with God and with
each other.
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October
ATTENDANCE
Worship

Regular Services
Sunday
8:30 AM: Informal Service
in our Chapel
9:45 AM: Sunday School
11:00 AM: Traditional
Service in our Sanctuary
We have child care available
from 9:30 a.m. until 12:30 p.m.
every Sunday.

8:30 11:00 Total
Sept. 30
31
66
97
Oct. 7
28
66
94
Oct. 14
36
76 112
Oct. 21
31
89 120
Oct. 28
26
51
77
Sunday School
Sept. 30
57
Oct. 7
55
Oct. 14
54
Oct. 21
61
Oct. 28
49

WEBSITE ADDRESS: www.mountolivetseaford.org

secretary.mtolivet
@gmail.com
(Save the Date)

For: OUR PRESCHOOL
When: November 5, 2018
Our Mission and Vision

B.L.E.S.S.
We exist as a people together
to...
BRING people into a relationship
with Jesus Christ;
LEAD people into commitment to
God;
ENABLE people to grow in Christian living, unity & worship
SEND people into the world as
ambassadors of Jesus
Christ;
SO that God is glorified.

Where: Pizza King, Seaford
Time: 5 – 8 p.
Dine in or Carry out!
Bring Your Neighbors & Friends!
Must have ticket (Tickets are all around the church.
We know you all will come out & support our Preschool)

Questions???
See Linda Stephenson or Suzanne Barnes.
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Save the Date

The next MESSENGER will be the
December/January issue.

(See Calendar for complete list)
Nov. 3rd

8-2 Rock the Block

Articles are due no later than Nov. 15th

Nov. 4th

All Saints Sunday

Nov. 5th

5 – 8 p. Preschool
Fundraiser, PK

If you serve as a chair of a committee,
please submit an article. If you have a
praise, blessing or testimony you want to
share, please do so. Pictures are
requested of everything that happens so
please send me pictures!!!!!

7 p. SPRC, Lounge
Nov. 6th

5 p. Teen Challenge
Dinner

Nov. 8th

5:15 p. Bells, Sanctuary

Nov. 11th

LUNCH BUNCH

6:30 p. Reunion Choir

Lunch/Fellowship time

12:15 p. Preschool
Bd. Mtg.

Bring a friend or 2 with
you!!

Prayer Shawl Sunday
Nov. 12th

7 p. Finance, Lounge

Nov. 13th

6 p. UMM Dinner
Stargate

Nov. 14th

1 p. Lois Cir., Lounge
6:30 p. Prayer Shawl
Choir Rm.

Nov. 18th

NOON, Youth Lunch
1 p. Council, Lounge

Nov. 19th

7 p.m., Trustees,
Lounge

Nov. 20th

7 p. Thanksgiving Ser.

Ofc. Closed on 22nd & 23rd - Thanksgiving
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1st

Caitlin Patton

12th

Paul Hansen

21st

Kathy James

2nd

James Thompson

15th

Bethany Covey

25th

Justi Beard

3rd

Dick Wasson

5th

Jerry Chapman

16th

Ann Bollinger

6th

Jan Gross

17th

Bryan Carey

Kathy Whitaker

Norma Lee Temple

Jennings Tull

Teresa Maser

7th

Rosalie Thompson (91)

Paul McCreary

9th

Steve Ferree

Laura Pleasanton

10th

Linda Stephenson

20th

Kathy Bowden

Mia Apostolos

21st

June Drumond (94)

November Anniversaries
8th

9th

Travis & Caitlin Patton

20th

Pierce & Teresa Lindell

Bruce & Linda Vincent

23rd

Bill & Kathy Whitaker

Alan & Susan Kent

25th

Jeff & Kathy James
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Seaford’s next Rock the Block!
What? Join us for a neighborhood celebration! Volunteer to help with landscaping,
trash removal, pressure washing, gutter cleaning, & more.
Where? Downtown Seaford, meeting at Mt Olivet Church
When? Saturday, November 3rd 8:00 am-1:00 pm
How? RSVP: Laflamme@sussexcountyhabitat.org or (302)-855-1153 x 217.

Join Us For a Day of Celebration!
Sign Up Today!
8:00 am

Volunteer Registration &
Breakfast Mt Olivet Church
8:15 am Opening Circle &
Introductions
8:30 am
Begin Work! Homes Around
the Block
12:30 pm Clean Up
1:00 pm Lunch, Closing Circle &
Reflection
Questions? (302)-855-1153 x 217
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Mt. Olivet Preschool News
Polish the SILVER it’s Year 25 from September 2018 to May 2019! That’s
correct-Mt Olivet Preschool has counted on learning with young children
for twenty-five years. What a heartwarming wonderful mission and God has
always provided support.
One of the changes at Mt. Olivet Preschool this year has been my role to meet and greet arriving
students and families at the side door. What at first seemed like a chore has in reality become a
highlight of my day. I had been unaware of the parking lot exchanges of student to student and parent
to parent. The happy faces and the increasing number of verbal greetings I receive from the children is
a wonderful way to start the day.
Many of our families have younger children and we are hoping, even expecting to see these younger siblings in class in future school years – job security! Does it get any better than that?
With October being Fire Prevention
Month we had a fire drill and practiced
STOP, DROP & ROLL. Our friend, Mr.
Jay (from the Delaware State Fire
School) did a fire safety program that
included practice on exiting a burning
home. The following week we walked to
the Seaford Fire House for the truck
tour. This is really big stuff when you
happen to be in the 2 year to 4 year-old
crowd.
You may have noticed some of our
preschool families visiting Mt. Olivet on
Preschool Sunday and again for the
Kids Harvest Party. It’s great to see the bridge that has been established through special events. The
Preschool is sponsoring a Fall Date Night opportunity on Monday, November 5th at the one and only
Stein Highway PK Restaurant. Orange
you will need one at PK so that a

tickets are popping up in multiple locations around the church;

portion of your dinner bill will be credited to the Preschool. Your

support of PK dinner/fundraising nights is greatly appreciated.
As always, we invite you to make a quick visit whenever you happen to be at Mt. Olivet while preschool
is in session. We have openings and are still accepting students. Please share this opportunity with your
family and friends. Applications are available on the Mt. Olivet website or in the church office.
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Our Prayer Group has grown!
Every Tuesday morning at 9:00 am a few people get together
at the church to pray.
We focus our prayer on the ministry of Mt. Olivet U.M.C. That means we are praying for you, as we pray for
God’s blessing in our worship, our learning, our service, and our communion. A specific list is in the
bulletin each Sunday following our Tuesday meeting.
Please join us. It’s wonderful to hear the different voices praying out loud, but you’re welcome to share
silently or aloud, as you prefer. We do our best to keep chatting to a minimum, it’s hard, but we promise! In
this particular setting, we are not praying for individuals, except occasionally in connection to a specific
ministry. We know that all of us will continue to pray for each other and our individual needs. Our focus is
our connection, and our ministry in the community and in the congregation.
In fact our prayers, yours, mine, here, at home, early, or late, are the foundation of all of the ministries and
the relationships that we share. Find a way, plan to pray!

Thank you for your cards, notes and gifts through the month of October. It is very
encouraging to know that the work I do is important to other people. And thank you
for everything that you do to make Mt. Olivet the exciting and loving family that it is.
Grace & Peace,
Pastor Christine
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November is for
Lifegiving
Sunday November 4th,
All Saints’ Sunday

Caregiving
Sunday November 11th, Veterans’ Day

Thanksgiving
Sunday November 18th, Giving Covenant
Forgiving
Sunday November 25th, Christ the King
Sunday

Online giving is available for most of the
common types of giving. You may
designate money to go to the operating
budget or roof fund. You may pay for
bulletin covers or flowers just to name a
few. It is easy to use and it is safe.
Instructions on how to set up an account
can be found at Mt Olivet’s web site:
www.mountolivetseaford.org. Click
Online Giving, click on HERE in step 1.
Your e-mail account is used as your online giving username. Don’t want to set up an account; you
can do Quick Give which takes you directly to a one-time giving form. Online giving accepts debit
cards, check cards, Visa, or Master Card. Why use online giving? Maybe all your other giving is
done online. You can set up recurring amounts so that your contribution is given on the frequency
that you want. Maybe you are going on vacation or unable to attend. An easy way to make sure
your tithe still gets to Mount Olivet is to use online giving. The options are very flexible. Let’s say
you want to give $200 to the roof fund. You can set up a recurring amount of $20 per month for
10 months to happen on the 5th of the month. Donations given online will be noted on your
quarterly statements the same as offering donations. For questions/more information, contact
Sally Andersen or Scott Bagshaw.
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We welcome all to come and ring with us. I usually say that you only
have to be able to count to 4. Come and join the fun! See the calendar.

SINGERS…. We will plan to meet this year on Thursdays at 6:30
p.m. . If you enjoy singing, please come join the choir! We would
love to have you in our Reunion Choir.

Our shoeboxes are available. $9.00 Shipping this year. Shoeboxes need to
be turned in not later than Nov. 18th. Your participation in this ministry is so
appreciated.

How do I get my Messenger on line? Go to the website on
the home page: www.mountolivetseaford.org Select
Current month under The Messenger – Our Newsletter.
That will take you to a page with a link that goes
directly to the Messenger. (No need and no link to
“download” anything, simply a link directly to the
newsletter itself)
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I know it may seem early but it’s time to start planning for the Rally. The dates for this year are
January 4-6. The theme is Protector with Isaiah 43:2, “when you pass through the waters, I will be
with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you
shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you.” Is our key scripture for the entire
event. The rally is always such a great time of personal growth and an awesome time of
fellowship! In order to get the cheapest rate, we will need to register by October 15th. The cost of
a ticket at that time is $60, I will need your money by Sunday, October 14. If money is a concern
please get up with me, we don’t want anyone to miss this amazing experience. More details will be
available once I know the number of people attending.

Are you part of the T.E.A.M.? What team? In support of Mt. Olivet’s focus on children,
youth and families, our church, along with a network of other churches, is partnering with
Love Inc. to help families in crisis.
Love Inc. realized they were seeing the same people again and again for help in crisis
situations. They knew there must be a better way to help break this cycle. Affirming
Potential is the chosen way. God created us with amazing potential. For many different reasons, not
everyone has realized their potential: poor choices, lack of confidence, lack of education, addiction, the
list goes on. The T.E.A.M.effort: Teaching, Equipping, Affirming, Mentoring, will work with Neighbors in a
small group setting. They will be taught to manage their resources and avoid crisis situations. Eight Mt.
Olivet members are currently taking part in the training course. Val Lejman, Bev Vollmer, Bill Whitaker,
Betty Wilbanks, Judy Watson, Susan Kent and Jeff James are representing in the training course. You
will be hearing more about the T.E.A.M. And even better, you can become a member. It’s an exciting time
in the life of Mt. Olivet.
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T(each) E(quip) A(ffirm) M(entor)
Church Council has been studying together, praying,
and working to discern our best understanding of God’s plan
for Mt. Olivet. As a result, we are committed to reaching out
to enrich the lives of children, youth and their families in the
Seaford area. God has provided many opportunities to do this
work, including T.E.A.M. ministries. Working with Love INC,
and other local churches, this is a new vision and process of
ministry with our neighbors who are chronically in crisis.
By January of 2019 Mt. Olivet will be open to host training
classes in:
•
•

“Affirming Potential”: working with our neighbors to unlock their own confidence and capacities
to help themselves make lasting changes.
Life Skills: “Basic Budgeting” & “Food Skills” are the first two which are planned. Food Skills will
include shopping, food storage, & preparing healthy & economical meals for families.

In the future, as more teachers and classes are available, this list will expand.
Mentors will work with a neighbor for up to 45 minutes each week, for 6 to 12 weeks, while a class is in
session.
How can you envision yourself participating? You could:
• Pray for this ministry. T.E.AM. will keep us up to date with specific requests.
• Teach a class.
After taking the “Affirming Potential” class yourself, you may teach “Affirming Potential” groups.
Or, you may have expertise in some specific area, maybe budgeting, child care, or car care, for
example, which you would be willing to share.
• Be a mentor.
After some briefing, you could be matched with a participant, and meet with them for up to 45
minutes each week, for 6 to 12 weeks, at the training site.
• Be a greeter.
Welcome and direct participants arriving for training. Help share incentives (these will be small
items provided by Love INC to encourage attendance)
• Conduct phone interviews for ongoing evaluation.

Please contact Bill Whitaker, or Betty Wilbanks to talk about getting involved.
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Some of you may know we have had problems since last spring with our air
conditioning unit that cools the sanctuary. Three times we have had to replace freon
at an approximate cost of $10,000. All of the units that cool our church date back to
the sixties. They have served us well over the years with regular maintenance. We are
in the process of soliciting bids and also trying to have conversation with
knowledgeable people in the field about what is the most efficient and affordable unit.
The existing unit is a 20 ton, the duct work, air handler, condensation lines all need to
be replaced. Our first bids include replacing and dismantling the old unit, at a cost of $82,576. The other bid
of $44,183 does not include replacing the duct work. Although no trustee has been under the church to see the duct
work, it is our understanding from the maintenance techs, that there are holes throughout the system that also
services our gas furnace as well. Which says we are heating and cooling the area underneath the church too. Before
we can make any decision, we have to have a plan for how we will fund the new system. The board of trustees
would appreciate any suggestions, concerns or comments. This decision requires us all to be in prayer personally,
with our families and in our small groups. Trustee meetings are open to any who would like to attend.
Faithfully we are your trustees,
Bev Vollmer, Al Hastings, Jerry Barnes, Ken Covey, Melissa Ferree, Dave Libby, Susan Human, Val Lejman

Sunday Nov. 4, 2018
Or you’ll be early for church!

Tuesday November 6, 2018
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October 7th was a perfect day
for a picnic.

Great fun, good food, fellowship………
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October 7th was

Picture provided by Alisha Carneal

Preschool Sunday – Picture provided by Susan Kent
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SPECIAL APPEAL
We now have the financial numbers through September which is 75% of
2018. Our expenses versus donations are deficient by $20,000. We are
essentially on budget except for winter fuel costs because of the very cold
winter. It is clear that we need special help from every member of Mt.
Olivet. As we enter the holiday seasons of Thanksgiving and Christmas,
please keep our financial situation in mind. Treat November as a five
Sunday month with Thanksgiving as the 5th Sunday and give another of
your week's offering. December is a 5 Sunday month but you can still
make an increase of a portion of your blessing to enable us to pay our bills
during this special time. In the past, you have responded to our facility and personnel financial needs. Thank
you and recognize we do need your help at this time.
Yours in Christ,
Bill Slack, Finance Chairman

Stewardship Covenant Sunday
November 18, 2018
We look forward to your continuing, generous support and contributions, as God
continues to offer opportunities for us to serve in ways that transform lives, and we
offer opportunities to find and follow Jesus.
You will find a copy of the Stewardship Covenant in this newsletter, copies will also be mailed and
will be available at church. Please take a look at the Covenant, and then set aside some time to pray
about the call that God is offering you.
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This is a sample of our Giving Covenant form for 2019
My/Our Giving Covenant for 2019 ___________________________________________________
name(s)
Address: _____________________________________________________________________
email: _______________________________________________________________________
home phone: _____________________________ cell phone __________________________
Time & Talent &
Service:
I plan to offer my
time and talent in
service to God by participating in:
_____ Worship
_____ Sunday School
_____ Leadership, including committee membership, teaching, etc. here at Mt. Olivet
Other Ministries: ______________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
(Including, for example, worship planning, Teen Challenge, or Love INC, please include any other service in the church and in
the community)
Gifts: My estimated financial giving
for 2019
For the operating
fund:

____________________________
(amount)

every ____________________ Total: ____________________
(time period)

For the building fund: (repair and replacement needs other than normal operating expense)

____________________________
(amount)

every ____________________ Total: ____________________
(time period)
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November 4, 2018

We find joy in the lives that we remember, and in the faith
that these loved ones are in the company of Christ. As we
celebrate communion here together on All Saints’ Sunday,
we also look forward to being reunited, and taking our place
to feast together eternally “at his heavenly banquet”.

Frank Williamson
12/29/22 - 5/1/18
Nancy Cook Marsh
3/7/32 - 7/11/18
Elgarie M. Windley
12/30/33 - 8/23/18
Jean MacCoy
5/26/33 - 9/2/18
Elizabeth Dell Dunaway
9/25/18
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The Mt Olivet team has reached the halfway point of the Affirming Potential journey! Six weeks in and so
far, we have experienced lessons that have helped us face and accept our past to better understand the
present as we lean into and embrace our future. We’ve learned how to help neighbors look at the four
critical areas of life: physical needs, emotional issues, the relationships in life, and their belief system. In
the remaining weeks we will prepare to help set people on a path to dream about their life, set goals, and
determine legitimate steps of action for the future. Affirming Potential is directly linked to hope. One of
the greatest gifts we can give someone is to restore their hope – to help them dream again. We look
forward to learning about the Affirming Potential Dream Tool and sharing more in the weeks ahead.

Picture provided by Susan Kent.
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Our Teen Challenge Family
For a some of us at Mt. Olivet, first Tuesdays are synonymous with the Teen Challenge mission.
Since they have been in existence, we have prepared a monthly meal on the first Tuesday, and enjoyed an
hour of fellowship. We join hands in a circle for a heartfelt blessing of
the food, each of us, our families, and Mt. Olivet church. Even though
our menu varies, there are no picky eaters and we seldom have leftovers.
In a sense they become extended family, the meal time conversation is
one of sharing, listening, and laughter. From month to month we see
how God is working in their lives. We lose count of how many times we
hear thank you. It is hard to put into words their gratitude. I can say we are all fed immeasurably spiritually,
much like the words in one of my favorite hymns, "once you've experienced it, you want to pass it on."
The twenty-one day challenge, for me, was a self-evaluation of how I measured up, along with a
report card of deportment, and an accountability of what am I doing to help others. The meals we share with
the men at teen challenge and our neighbors at code purple give us all the opportunity to make a difference
and to extend compassion and kindness to all of God's children. We invite you to join us for a "come as you
are meal on the First Tuesday."
Bev Vollmer

We have a new Worship Team making our Sundays more interesting
and exciting. This group has met several times with Pastor Christine
and developed visual, musical and spiritual ideas for worship themes.
We experienced finding our “lost ark”, the music of the Psalms, and the
blessings we receive and share by learning John Wesley's 21 Questions
and the relationship to the Beatitudes.
We are quickly approaching Advent and Christmas so there are many
ideas and opportunities to share this wonderful season and make our
worship experience more meaningful. We welcome all members to these brainstorming sessions and are grateful
for all the talented, thoughtful people who share their vision for Mt. Olivet.
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Sunday School News
What’s going on in our Preschool Sunday School Class?
The Preschool Sunday School class has been learning about Genesis
during September and October. We've spent time learning that God
made the world and animals. One Sunday, we took a field trip to the
Prayer Garden to look for God's creations. We found the sun, blooming flowers, birds, and bees. Looking out past the Prayer Garden, we
found the beautiful Nanticoke River and a few more birds. The kids
were excited to see God's creations! Next, we'll learn about how God
created us! Our class is small this year, so if you know any
preschoolers, encourage them to come join us.
Max Johnson and Piper Graves cutting out
letters for our story book, "God Made the
World."

Rebecca Ferree receiving her Bible
during the 2nd Grade Bible Presentations. Pictured are Pastor Christine,
Melissa Bagshaw, Rebecca Ferree and
Debbie Harrison.
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The Messenger

November 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu
1

Fri
2

5:15p. Bells, Sanctuary
6:30p. Reunion Choir,
Choir Rm

4

3

6

7

8

9

5-8 p. Preschool Fundraiser – PK, Seaford
6:15p. Boy Scouts #182
F. Hall, Class Rms
7:00p. Finance Mtg,
Lounge

4:00p. Emmaus Reunion Group, Lounge

6:30p. Prayer Shawl
Team, Choir Rm.
7:00p. Stewardship
Mtg, Lounge

5:15p. Bells, Sanctuary
6:30p. Reunion Choir,
Choir Rm

6:00a. Boys Chrysalis
Send Off, Sanctuary
6:00p. Womens’ Emmaus Team Mtg, F. Hall

11 8:30a. Chapel Serv. 12

13

14

15

16

9:45a. Sunday School
11:00a. Worship, Sanct.
12:15p. Preschool
Board Mtg, Choir Rm.

6:15p. Boy Scouts #182
F. Hall, Class Rms
7:00p. Board of Trustees, Lounge

4:00 Emmaus Reunion
Group, Lounge
6:00p. UMM Dinner Mtg,
F. Hall

1:00p. Lois Circle,
Lounge

5:15p. Bells, Sanctuary
6:30p. Reunion Choir,
Choir Rm

6:00p. Womens Emmaus Team Mtg, F. Hall

18

19

20

21

22

23

8:30a. Chapel Service
9:45a. Sunday School
11:00a. Worship, Sanct.
Noon – Youth Luncheon, F. Hall
1:00p. Church Council,

6:15p. Boy Scouts #182
F. Hall, Class Rms

4:00p. Emmaus Reunion Group, Lounge
6:30p. Lydia Circle,
Lounge
7:00p. SMA Leadership
Mtg, Ricks Conf Rm

10

17

Prayer Shawl
Sunday

Office Closed

25 8:30a. Chapel Serv. 26

27

9:45a. Sunday School
11:00a. Worship, Sanctuary
2:00p. Boys Chrysalis
Mtg, F. Hall

4:00p. Emmaus Reunion Group, Lounge

6:15p. Boy Scouts #182
F. Hall, Class Rms

28

29
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8 a.-2p. Rock the

Block

5

Daylight Sav. ends

All Saints Sunday
8:30a. Chapel Service
9:45a. Sunday School
11:00a. Worship, Sanct.
4 p. Emmaus Men’s
Homecoming

Sat

Office Closed
Turkey Recovery Day

30

24

